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PREFACE. 


This  address,  delivered  before  the  National  Sociological  Society,  Wash- 
ington, by  the  Rev.  Dean  Richmond  Babbitt,  B.  D.,  LL.  D.,  sets  forth  the 
following  facts  and  conclusions  : 

1.  That  the  holding  of  this  Conference  on  the  Race-Problem,  in  which 
white  and  black  thinkers  from  different  parts  of  the  country  alike  partic- 
ipate, is  itself  an  evidence  of  growth  toward  sanity,  tolerance  and  effective- 
ness in  dealing  with  Race-Prejudice. 

2.  The  facts  of  Race-Prejudice  have  made  themselves  clear  in  all  ages 
and  among  all  peoples  and  nations. 

3.  The  facts  of  Race-Prejudice  have  played  a  large  role  in  American 
history  for  nearly  three  hundred  years,  and  just  now  have  an  extended  in- 
terest, not  only  on  account  of  the  recrudescence  of  the  Race-Problem  as  to 
the  Negro,  but  also  on  account  of  many  other  races  and  race  problems 
with  which  America  has  to  deal. 

4.  The  Negro's  interests,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  Southern  race- 
prejudice,  are  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  South. 

5.  Race-Prejudice  has  deeply  invaded  the  Church  of  God. 

6.  Race-Instinct,  implanted  by  God  for  race-integrity,  is  the  basis  of 
race-prejudice,  but  the  latter  is  a  distortion  of  the  former. 

7.  Mobs  are  an  evidence  and  a  result  of  race-prejudice. 

8.  The  genesis  and  character  of  mobs. 

9.  A  mob  has  a  mind  of  its  own,  which  is  not  the  aggregate  of  the 
minds  of  its  individual  members,  but  a  distinct  psychological  entity. 

10.  Modern  Psychology  has  demonstrated  that  the  human  mind  may 
be  divided  into  the  conscious,  sub-conscious,  and  unconscious,  and  the  two 
latter  profoundly  influence  the  former  in  mobs. 

11.  The  great  faculty  of  suggestibility  is  the  dominant  source  of  mob 
violence. 

12.  M  Color"  and  "  Race"  profoundly  influence  suggestibility  in  a  mob. 

13.  The  mob  and  its  violence  are  a  most  important  part  of  the  Race- 
Problem. 

14.  America  belongs  in  part  to  the  Negro  by  occupancy. 

15.  The  New  School  of  Hate-Breeders  attempt  to  excite  Race-Prejudice 
by  unworthy  appeals  on  account  of  white  womanhood. 
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1 6.  Why  woman  today  is  exposed  more  to  the  dangers  of  her  sex. 

17.  The  treatment  of  the  Black  Womanhood  of  the  South  has  widened 
the  chasm  between  the  races  and  deepened  race-prejudice. 

18.  The  New  South  has  eminent  examples  of  tolerance  and  humanity 
toward  the  Negro. 

19.  The  Negro  will  not  be  expatriated. 

20.  Lynchings  the  result  of  Race-Prejudice  and  other  contributing 
causes,  and  comparatively  few  from  Rape. 

21.  Both  North  and  South  Guilty  of  Persecuting  the  Negro. 

22.  The  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  essentially  given  as 
guards  against  Race-Prejudice,  and  should  be  maintained. 

'23.  Civil  and  Political  Protection  of  the  Negro,  while  defending  him 
from  race-prejudice,  have  also  awakened  against  him  political  animosity 
more  rancorous  on  account  of  race  considerations. 

24.  General  Causes  Contributing  to  Cruelty  and  Persecution  of  the 
Negro. 

25.  The  Expansion  of  the  South  and  the  Propaganda  of  Hatred  to  the 
Negro  by  certain  of  its  classes. 

26.  The  Negro's  Rapid  Advancement  a  Source  of  Race-Prejudice. 

27.  Other  Races  of  America  Complicate  the  Negro  Race-Problem. 

28.  The  Negro's  claims  to  Citizenship  and  Political  Equality  Paramount 
to  those  of  other  races  of  color,  because  he  is  an  American  and  already 
has  rights. 

29.  The  Retrocession  of  Southern  Lynchers  toward  barbarism. 

30.  Remedies  for  race-prejudice. 
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At  the  Metropolitan  A.  M.  B.  Church,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Tuesday  Evening,  November  io,  1903. 

Music  was  furnished  by  the  S.  Coleridge  Taylor  Choral 
Society,  200  voices.    Prof.  J.  T.  Layton,  director. 

Chapter  VIII. 

THE  PSYCHOLOGY  OF  RACE  PREJUDICE. 

By  Rev.  Dean  Richmond  Babbitt,  LL.  D.,  Rector  of 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  President  : 

Before  addressing  myself  to  the  subject  of  the  evening  I 
venture  to  felicitate  the  members  of  this  Conference  on  its 
plan,  its  racial  composition,  and  the  fact  of  its  possibility. 
It  is  a  remarkable  thing,  when  we  look  back  on  American 
history,  that  men  of  the  White  and  Negro  races  should  now 
be  assembled  from  different  parts  of  the  country  in  the  Na- 
tional Capital  to  consider  together,  with  utmost  frankness, 
good  feeling  and  fair  dealing,  the  mutual  welfare  of  the  two 
races  in  their  thousand  and  varied  relations  as  Christians 
and  citizens  and  as  men.  The  great  world  of  humanity 
thus  shows  progress.  The  American  nation,  with  all  of  its 
sad  history  and  destructive  elements  of  race  antagonism, 
race  hatred,  of  slavery,  of  brutality,  of  injustice  and  blind 
fury,  has  at  last  made  it  possible  that  under  the  shadow  of 
the  National  Capitol,  amid  scenes  where  moved  in  the  past 
the  mighty  pleaders  for  human  liberty  and  human  rights — 
Lincoln,  Chase,  Julian,  Giddings,  Sumner — a  sable  race  has 
so  far  realized  American  manhood  that  its  intelligent,  well 
educated  representatives  stand  side  by  side,  without  fear  of 
molestation,  on  the  same  platform  as  the  white  man,  to 
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speak  the  word,  devise  the  plan,  utter  the  advice  which 
make  for  peace,  harmony  and  mutual  respect. 

Such  a  scene  as  we  witness  tonight  would  have  been  im- 
possible a  generation  or  two  ago,  when  men,  white  men, 
were  struck  down  on  the  streets  of  Washington  for  defend- 
ing the  Negro's  rights  as  a  man ;  when  Charles  Sumner  was 
laid  low  beneath  the  blow  of  a  ruffian's  cane  in  Congress, 
and  my  own  uncle,  Dr.  Gamaliel  Bailey,  then  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  anti-slavery  paper,  the  National  Era,  was 
surrounded  in  his  home  for  three  days  by  a  howling  mob,  - 
who  demanded  his  release  to  them  of  his  property,  and  the 
stopping  of  publication  of  his  paper,  because  he  was  exer- 
cising, with  courtesy,  although  with  firmness,  that  high  gift 
of  the  Constitution  and  of  our  institutions,  the  right  of  free 
speech  in  defending  the  black  man. 

We  may  with  profit,  with  hopefulness,  with  great  appre- 
ciation of  progress  in  human  sympathy  and  respect  for 
human  rights,  recall  these  facts  as  we  are  gathered  here  to- 
night to  discuss  the  race  problem.  Race  prejudice  still 
exists  in  virulence,  race  oppression  is  still  widely  and  po- 
tently abroad  in  America,  but  slavery,  thank  God,  is  extinct, 
and  in  these  thanks  I  think  even  the  great  Southland  joins  ; 
and  while  the  Ku-Klux  is  a  matter  of  historic  crime,  and 
peonage,  by  the  splendid  efforts  of  white  judges  and  law- 
givers of  the  South,  has  largely  disappeared,  the  Negro  as 
a  man,  as  a  brother,  as  a  citizen,  amid  great  persecutions 
and  unmeasured  oppressions,  is  coming  to  himself,  coming 
to  his  rights,  coming  slowly,  it  may  be,  but  surely  coming 
to  racial  dignity  and  self-respect,  efficiency,  and  a  proper 
measure  of  his  power. 

Last  week,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  after  speaking  to  a 
theater  full  of  people,  Sunday  night,  on  the  mobbing  and 
lynching  of  colored  men,  I  stood  by  the  grave  of  that 
mightiest  chieftain  of  his  race,  Frederick  Douglass,  who, 
after  a  long,  struggling  life  from  slavery  to  the  proud  place 
of  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  United  States 
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Minister  to  a  foreign  country,  sleeps  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
the  long  great  rest  of  a  warrior  for  humanity.  His  monu- 
ment, in  bronze,  stands  just  at  the  entrance  to  that  city,  as 
one  leaves  the  railway,  bringing  its  traveling  thousands  to 
that  honored  grave,  with  all  its  associations,  that  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory,  and  the  modest  home  on  Cedar 
Hill,  yonder  across  the  Potomac,  with  its  well  filled  library } 
the  political  honors  he  enjoyed,  are  all  typical  of  the  final 
victory  by  the  colored  race  in  America  over  prejudice,  op- 
pression and  wrong. 

And  so  the  first  word  I  bring  colored  men  and  white  men 
alike,  as  I  speak  to  you  tonight,  is  not  a  word  of  fear,  of 
anxiety,  but  of  courage  and  cheer ;  a  word  of  optimism  for 
the  colored  race  passing  now  through  one  of  the  lesser 
storms  of  its  tragic  history,  coming  to  itself,  coming  to  its 
own.  President  Roosevelt,  in  his  manly,  sympathetic,  just 
and  genuinely  American  treatment  of  the  race,  as  evidenced 
by  act  and  word,  stands  out  for  the  White  race  in  this  coun- 
try, and  for  the  great  body  of  liberty-loving  and  liberty- 
respecting  Americans,  as  also  typical,  like  Frederick  Doug- 
lass was,  of  the  Black  race,  administering  justice,  equity 
and  law,  not  along  feudal  lines  of  class  privilege  or  racial 
lines  of  color.  He  is  the  President  of  the  whole  American 
people,  irrespective  of  their  ancestry,  whether  Irish,  Ger- 
man, Scotch,  Polish,  English,  Italian  or  Negro. 

My  special  subject  tonight  is 

"THE  PSYCHOLOGY  OF  RACE  PREJUDICE." 

As  I  am  speaking  before  a  popular  audience,  and  not  be- 
fore a  scientific  body  (except  as  to  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  are  taking  part  in  this  Conference),  my  purpose  is  not 
to  clothe  what  I  have  to  say  in  philosophical  or  technical 
language,  but  to  state  it  with  simplicity  and  clearness,  that 
all  may  know  the  facts  and  conclusions  which  this  address 
attempts  to  convey. 

Now,  as  to  Race-Prejudice. 
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First  as  to  the  facts  of  race-prejudice. 

When  St.  Peter,  an  early  Apostle  and  a  Jew,  broke  bread 
with  Cornelius,  a  Roman,  and  his  Roman  friends  in  ancient 
Palestine,  it  required  a  special  revelation  from  Heaven  to 
overcome  his  prejudice,  as  a  Jew,  against  the  Gentile  Ro- 
mans. He  immediately,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
four-cornered  sheet  let  down  from  the  skies,  and  its  lesson 
that  he  was  to  call  no  man  "  common  or  unclean,"  got  into 
hot  water  with  his  own  Jewish  race.  While  religious  feel- 
ings and  sentiments  had  much  to  do  with  that  prejudice, 
race  had  also  much  to  do  with  it.  When  St.  Paul  shook  off 
his  Jewish  racial  prejudices  and  became  the  great  Apostle 
to  the  Gentiles,  he,  too,  got  into  hot  water  and  seemed  to 
remain  in  that  racial  hot  water  all  his  life  ;  died  in  the  odor 
of  Christian  charity,  and  the  malodor  of  racial  hatred.  The 
race-hatred  against  St.  Paul  was  also  accentuated,  as  in  the 
case  of  St.  Peter,  by  religious  prejudice.  These  twTo  men 
breaking  over  the  barriers  of  race,  not  only  are  types  of 
Christianity  breaking  down  racial  barriers  ;  they  are  racial 
martyrs,  with  the  crown  of  racial  martyrdom  ever  hanging 
over  their  big  brains  and  generous  hearts.  Summarizing 
the  wide  past  of  history,  we  may  say  that  race  prejudice 
has  been  one  of  the  most  powerful,  most  beneficent,  most 
malevolent  factors  in  the  making  of  all  history  ;  has  done 
much  to  build  up  and  break  down  dynasties,  to  erect  and 
demolish  thrones,  to  create  and  subvert  Parliaments.  Race 
prejudice  is  a  power,  an  influence,  an  all-pervading  element, 
which  it  is  impossible  entirely  to  eliminate  from  any  man. 
It  has  existed  in  all  degrees,  and  will  doubtless  exist  in  all 
degrees  while  the  story  of  human  progress  toward  perfec- 
tion continues  to  be  made  and  written. 

We  are  not  surprised,  then,  to  find  that  race-prejudice 
has  played  a  large  rdle  in  American  history  for  nearly  three 
hundred  years  past,  as  it  has  in  all  other  history  prior  to 
ours,  and  in  all  contemporaneous  history.  On  the  largest, 
most  interesting,  most  dramatic  and  thrilling  of  all  theaters, 
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the  potent,  all-pervasive,  all-embracing  race-prejudice  is 
exhibiting  itself  here  in  America.  All  races  of  mankind 
are  here  mingled.  In  the  controlling  interest  in  the  race- 
question  as  to  the  Negro,  we  commonly  lose  sight  of  the 
other  tremendous  race-interests,  race-instincts,  race-preju- 
dices centered  here  in  America,  and  the  vast  engrossing, 
unlimited  race-interests  intrusted  to  the  American  people. 
The  subject  which  this  Conference  has  assigned  me,  reaches 
far  beyond  the  Negro  race  in  its  scope ;  draws  facts,  infer- 
ences and  conclusions  which  take  in  Spanish  races  in  Porto 
Rico,  the  Filipinos,  and  hybrid  races  of  the  Philippines,  the 
Hawaiians  most  nearly  related  to  the  Cambozan  group,  and 
just  now  we  are  dealing  with  Spanish  races  and  mixed 
races  in  Panama.  It  is  well,  then,  for  our  researches,  while 
largely  confining  themselves  on  this  subject  to  the  Negro 
and  Anglo-Saxon  in  this  country,  not  to  forget  that  race- 
prejudices  of  all  kinds  are  stalking  abroad  in  this  great  land 
of  ours,  which  seems  the  common  meeting-place  of  man- 
kind, and  which  God  doubtless  intends  to  use,  in  His  Own 
time  and  way,  to  work  out  one  of  the  most  marvellous 
demonstrations  of  human  brotherhood  in  one  of  the  grandest 
and  most  impressive  ways. 

The  fact  of  race  prejudice  we  must  admit,  because  it  is 
not  only  the  result  of  our  reading,  but  it  is  manifest  by  our 
daily  observation.  We  Northern  people  stood  aghast,  as- 
tonished, perplexed,  utterly  bewildered,  a  short  time  ago, 
when  he  who  has  been  made  the  Chief  Executive  of  our 
people  extended  the  courtesies  which  he  would  have  shown 
to  any  other  distinguished  man  naturally  and  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  a  celebrated  Negro,  Booker  T.  Washington,  in 
the  Nation's  own  White  House,  which,  by  Southern  race 
prejudices,  was  henceforth  to  be  known,  judging  by  the 
storm  of  race  prejudice  the  President  aroused,  as  the  White 
house  par  excellence,  in  whose  whiteness  the  poor  colored 
man  must  have  no  recognition  and  no  part,  however  high 
in  character,  clean  in  life,  distinguished  in  service  to  his 
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race,  and  consequently  to  his  country.  Trie  incident  has 
become  trite,  thread-bare,  exhausted  by  constant  use  of  pol- 
itician, theologian,  sociologist  and  the  common  masses. 
Yet  it  stands  to-day  as  the  most  revealing  flash  into  the 
hearts  of  our  Southern  citizens,  showing  the  depth,  the 
power,  the  permanence,  the  influence  of  race  prejudice. 

A  Southern  clergyman  of  my  own  church,  an  educated 
man,  an  editor,  said  to  me  that,  no  matter  what  President 
Roosevelt  might  now  do,  the  South  was  irrevocably  against 
him,  and  that  he  never  could  atone  to  the  Southern  people 
for  the  one  act  of  eating  with  a  Negro.  That  is  an  inter- 
esting scientific,  sociological  fact.  It  is  of  great  meaning. 
It  will  not  injure  President  Roosevelt  in  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind, nor  in  the  eyes  of  a  majority  of  his  countrymen,  I 
fancy.  But  it  throws  the  calcium  light  of  a  great  fact  on 
this  race  problem  we  are  discussing,  and  out  of  that  fact 
grows  a  bundle  of  just  inferences  :  first,  that  such  a  preju- 
dice indicates  that  the  old  feudalism  of  the  South,  built  on 
color,  is  not  dead,  I  may  say  with  all  friendliness  to  the 
South  ;  second,  that  the  Negro's  life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of 
happiness,  which,  with  all  other  Americans,  he  should  here 
enjoy,  are  not  safe  in  the  keeping  of  the  South  ;  third,  that 
political  disfranchisement  of  the  Negro  is  the  logical  atti- 
tude and  the  uncompromising  purpose  of  the  South ; 
fourth,  that  there  is  not  a  business  interest,  a  political  in- 
terest, a  judicial  or  legal  interest,  a  sociological  or  industrial 
interest  of  the  Negroes  in  the  South  that  is  safe  for  a  mo- 
ment before  the  hot  simoom  blast  of  such  a  scathing  race 
prejudice.  With  recognition  in  the  South  of  many  of  the 
fine  traits  of  American  character — generosity,  hospitality, 
patriotism,  courage — yet  in  the  face  of  a  race  prejudice  so 
powerful,  so  general,  so  freely  and  so  persistently  expressed, 
uttered,  shown,  exhibited,  even  paraded  on  all  possible  oc- 
casions, in  press,  in  pulpit,  in  business,  in  political  circles, 
the  South  cannot  claim  any  longer,  nor  can  the  Negroes 
permit  the  claim  to  be  made,  nor  can  the  South  permit 
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itself  honestly  to  make  it,  that  its  men  and  women  are  the 
best  friends  of  the  Afro-Americans.  The  race  prejudice 
that  flows  like  red  lava,  the  race  prejudice  that  reverbe- 
rates like  thunder-claps  over  all  this  continent,  on  account 
of  a  distinguished  Negro  sitting  down  to  eat  with  the  Chief 
Magistrate  is  not  to  be  reasoned  with,  not  to  be  glossed 
over,  not  to  be  forgotten  in  any  scheme  of  amelioration  for 
the  colored  race.  It  has  simply,  in  the  best,  the  wisest, 
the  most  patient,  the  most  Christian  way,  to  be  met  and  over- 
come. But  let  no  broad  scheme  of  philanthropy,  no  wide  plan 
of  education,  no  passive  waiting  for  things  to  turn  out  well 
for  the  Negroes,  leave  out  of  its  calculation,  the  depth,  the 
power,  the  mighty  influence  of  race  prejudice  in  the  South 
against  the  Negro.  This  prejudice  against  the  Negro — not 
only  in  the  South,  but  also  in  the  North — is  one  of  the  most 
unjust  and  most  hurtful,  and  is  one  of  the  deterrents  of  race 
advance  that  the  Negroes  have  to  combat,  and  has  been,  and 
is  now  full  of  a  tragedy  that  should  awake  the  sympathy 
and  help  of  all  Christian  and  humane  men  and  women.  It 
affects  the  race  in  the  labor  field,  so  that  it  is  not  only  han- 
dicapped in  the  struggle  for  mere  existence,  but  is  absolutely 
shut  out  in  many  cases  from  that  simplest  of  all  rights,  the 
right  to  earn  one's  bread.  While  white  labor  has  organized 
itself  in  many  ways,  the  colored  man  is  allowed  to  join  no 
white  labor  union,  though  he  is  distinctly  the  toiler  of  toil- 
ers, and  if  any  one  ever  deserved  the  title  of  u  the  man  with 
the  hoe,"  he  is  that  man.  If  the  respectable  colored  man 
attempts  to  rent  a  house  in  a  respectable  neighborhood,  he 
is  either  refused  the  house  or  obliged  to  pay  more  rent  for 
it.  If  he  travels  in  the  South,  the  Jim  Crow  car  not  only 
marks  the  race  prejudice  against  him,  but  he  is  often  sub- 
jected to  physical  discomforts  from  which  the  white  man, 
paying  the  same  fare,  is  free.  If  he  must  eat  (and  it  is  in 
no  one  else  regarded  as  a  crime  to  eat  in  the  face  of  this 
white  feudalism),  he  must  not  enter  a  white  man's  restau- 
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rant,  but  must  be  a  perpetual  pilgrim  on  the  earth,  with  his 
humble  wallet  on  his  back  or  in  his  pocket. 

A  bright  young  clergyman  of  this  city,  in  a  visit  to  a 
white  brother  clergyman  of  the  neighboring  State  of  Mary- 
land, was  not  allowed,  in  assisting  him  in  a  mission,  to 
lodge  beneath  the  white  rector's  roof,  but  was  put  in  an  out- 
house where  some  of  the  rector's  furniture  was  brought ; 
the  prejudicial  Southern  code  of  ethics  being  too  much  for 
the  rector's  Christian  principles.  He  could  use  the  service 
of  his  colored  brother  as  a  missionary,  but  could  not  use  his 
New  Testament  in  entertaining  him.  The  color  prejudice 
we  find  has  almost  everywhere  invaded  the  Church  of  God 
itself,  and  men  and  women  are  responding  to  suggestions 
that  came  not  from  their  higher,  but  from  their  lower  selves, 
in  banning  and  banishing  the  Negro  from  his  place  even  at 
the  altar  of  one  common  Father  and  one  common  Saviour. 

PSYCHOLOGY  OF  RACE  PREJUDICE. 

Now  what  is  the  psychology  of  this  race  prejudice? 

In  the  first  place,  we  may  note  that  race  prejudice  is 
marked  in  all  races,  but  most  marked,  and  I  am  not  speak- 
ing in  an  uncomplimentary  way  of  the  South,  in  the  lower 
types  of  mankind.  It  is  seen  even  in  the  anthropoid  apes. 

Secondly,  we  may  safely  admit  that  race  prejudice  has  its 
home,  in  the  last  analysis  of  the  mind,  in  a  race  instinct, 
planted  by  the  Almighty  in  all  races  for  wise  and  beneficent 
purposes  and  for  race  conservation  and  race  integrity.  Each 
race,  the  Anglo-Saxon,  the  Semitic,  the  Slavonic,  the  great 
families  of  the  Caucasian  race,  the  Negro  race,  have  their 
own  precious  endowments,  and  the  racial  instinct  is  given 
to  preserve  these.  This  is  elemental,  this  is  natural,  this 
is,  I  believe,  God-implanted.  But  race  instinct,  as  a  natural 
endowment,  along  with  other  of  our  natural,  elemental, 
primitive,  savage  endowments,  is  widely  different  from  race 
prejudice,  as  evidenced  against  the  Negro  in  this  country. 
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MOBS  OFTEN  THE  RESULT  OF  RACE  PREJUDICE. 

As  a  psychological  consequence  of  race  prejudice,  there 
has  been  exhibited  in  this  country,  especially  in  the  South, 
an  alarming,  striking,  terrible  effect,  showing  that  it  is  time 
for  religion,  ethics,  laws,  civilization  to  step  in  to  control 
savage  and  elemental  passions,  leaping  up  out  of  the  hearts 
of  men,  and  even  women,  to  destroy.  I  refer  to  mobs.  Now 
the  race  mob,  the  lynching  mob,  is  so  frequent,  so  import- 
ant, so  anarchistic,  so  threatening  to  all  that  is  best  in 
American  life,  that  it  is  well  worth  study,  as  a  consequence 
of  racial  antipathies. 

WHAT  A  MOB  IS. 

Until  recent  years,  individualism  has  prevailed  so  widely 
in  our  political  and  social  philosophy  that  what  has  been 
called  "undivided  crime"  was  little  considered  by  criminol- 
ogists, just  as  "  collective  sin"  had  been  little  studied  by 
the  theologians. 

The  starting  point  in  the  consideration  of  crimes  com- 
mitted by  a  group,  a  gang,  as,  for  instance,  a  band  of  rob- 
bers, or  a  gang  of  thieves,  has  been  in  the  past,  until  recently, 
the  individual  criminal,  instead  of  the  social  group,  band, 
or  gang.  For  years  criminology  was  ego-centric ;  it  moved 
from  the  individual  ego,  the  particular  man,  woman,  boy  or 
girl,  as  its  center.  The  social  side  of  acts  committed  by  an 
aggregation  of  individuals  was  lost  sight  of,  or  seemingly 
remained  undiscovered.  When  Taine,  the  Frenchman,  drew 
attention  to  the  psychology  of  the  Jacobins  in  France,  he 
was  entering  a  comparatively  new  field.  From  that  study 
of  his  to  the  study  of  the  murderous  criminality  of  mobs 
is  not  a  long  step,  and  that  step  has  not  long  been  taken. 

Fix  this,  then,  in  the  mind,  as  fundamental  to  the  subject 
of  mobs  and  lynchings,  that  a  mob  has  a  mind  of  its  own, 
which  is  not  the  aggregate  of  the  mental  acts  of  its  indi- 
vidual members,  but  is  a  new  mental  entity,  a  new  mind,  a 
different  mind,  both  in  kind  and  in  degree,  from  the  par- 
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ticular  minds  of  the  members  of  the  mob.  Before  giving 
the  formula  of  the  mob,  however,  dwell  on  the  tremendous 
meaning  of  social  activity,  as  evidenced  even  in  the  acts  of 
isolated  and  separated  members.  There  is  not  the  most 
vicious  malefactor  nor  the  most  beneficent  benefactor,  not 
the  most  desperate  criminal  nor  the  most  enthusiastic  in- 
ventor of  genius,  whose  one  and  every  mental  act  has  not 
its  relations  to  complicity,  environment,  heredity.  Every 
act  of  every  one  of  us,  though  the  act  be  performed  in  the 
solitude  of  the  desert  under  the  curtain  of  midnight,  has  its 
social  relation  to  others,  near  by  in  time  or  space  or  remote 
in  time  or  space.  It  is  the  dictum  of  science,  as  well  as 
scripture,  that  "no  man  liveth  to  himself  and  no  mandieth 
to  himself."  If  you  will  consider  the  isolated  criminal  in 
the  dark  movement  of  his  fevered  mood,  and  will  then  take 
from  that  criminal  all  influence  of  education,  of  surround- 
ings, of  companionship,  of  the  accidents  of  life,  of  the  influ- 
ences of  heredity,  how  much  have  you  left?  His  identity 
is  composite,  and  while  his  personality  can  be  established 
and  his  responsibility  as  a  moral  person  is  clear,  except  in 
cases  of  insanity,  yet  his  relation  to  other  beings  is  pro- 
foundly social,  though  he  be  a  single  bandit  in  a  cave, 
brooding  robbery  and  murder,  or  though  he  be  the  lone, 
ancient  mariner,  turned  pirate,  standing  among  the  corpses 
of  the  dead,  not  full  of  regret  and  self-reproaches,  like  Cole- 
ridge's famous  figure,  but  conspiring,  under  a  black  flag, 
against  yet  undiscovered  craft. 

We  are  to  admit,  then,  the  profoundly  social  character  of 
single  mental  acts  in  even  isolated  or  segregated  individuals. 

Again,  Modern  Psychology  has  clearly  demonstrated  that 
the  human  mind  may  be  divided  into  the  conscious,  the  sub- 
conscious, and  the  unconscious.  The  sub-conscious,  by  mental 
processes,  may  be  elevated  into  the  conscious,  but  the  un- 
conscious may  not  be  so  elevated.  There  is,  also,  what  may 
be  called  the  siLpra-conscious  mind,  that  lies,  so  to  say,  over 
and  above  the  conscious,  the  region  of  conscience,  morality, 
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and  the  spiritual  functions.  Ordinarily  our  views  of  mind 
are  that  it  is  conscious.  But  away  down  deep  in  us  is  the 
unconscious,  the  region  of  instinct,  the  place  of  primitive, 
of  racial,  of  hereditary  powers,  the  first  elements,  so  to  say, 
of  our  being,  which,  by  strange  and  startling  influences,  by 
unclassified  intuitions,  by  unformulated  desires  and  im- 
pulses, profoundly  influence  at  times  our  conscious  states. 
Sometimes  this  vast  primitive  tract  of  our  being,  stretching 
below  the  sub-conscious,  is  profoundly  efficient  as  the  maker, 
creator,  instigator,  supporter  of  moods  and  caprices.  The 
mind  is  one,  but  while  the  conscious  is  always  illuminated, 
the  unconscious  is  ever  dark  and  not  illuminated,  and  be- 
tween the  two  stretches  the  realm  of  the  sub-conscious, 
sometimes  in  light  and  sometimes  in  darkness.  With  these 
brief  suggestions,  in  popular  language,  look  at  the  mind  of 
the  mob. 

THE  MOB  MIND. 

The  mob  mind  has  its  birth  in  the  assemblage  of  a  num- 
ber of  individuals.  Sometimes  there  is  a  purpose  for  these 
gatherings ;  sometimes  they  are  accidental,  as  in  a  sudden 
riot,  and  especially  in  summer  time  ;  and  if,  without  a  defi- 
nite or  particular  motive,  there  be  a  general  political  or 
social  oneness  of  feeling  or  belief.  A  word  is  spoken  by 
some  leader;  it  is  repeated  and  re-repeated,  taken  up, 
thrown  back,  held  aloft,  emphasized,  cheered,  all  the  time 
gathering  intensity  by  the  multiple  contact  of  mind  with 
mind.  This  is  the  first  stage  of  the  mob.  The  thought  or 
feeling  may  be  good  or  bad.  It  is  now  becoming  a  collect- 
ive thought,  a  unifying  thought,  but  the  mind  of  the  mob 
is  not  yet  fully  developed.  It  is  the  mob  in  process,  the 
mob  in  the  making.  It  may  never  come  to  its  separate 
entity,  its  own  unified,  particular  mind.  It  may  be  halted, 
turned  aside,  taken  from  its  thought  of  goodness  and  hero- 
ism to  a  purpose  of  badness  and  bestiality,  only  it  is  not 
yet  far  enough  along.    It  is  only  a  "crowd"  thus  far,  not  a 
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mob.  It  has  the  oneness  of  place.  It  has,  possibly,  a  leader, 
or  a  group  of  leaders ;  it  has  one  or  more  thoughts  or  emo- 
tions in  common,  or  at  least  a  oneness  of  mental  condition. 
The  members  of  the  "  crowd,"  and  every  "  crowd"  is  poten- 
tially a  mob,  may  be  diverse,  various,  from  many  stations  in 
life,  of  different  degrees  of  intelligence,  or  of  education,  or  of 
moral  development.  When  the  "  crowd,"  however,  goes  into 
the  mob-mind,  at  the  next  stage,  all  these  differences  are  lost. 
College  professors,  clergymen,  men  of  sedate,  scientific  pur- 
suits, delicate  and  tender-hearted  women,  all  with  ordered 
ways  of  thinking,  civilized,  humane,  yet  when  welded,  at  the 
next  stage,  into  the  mob-mind,  lose  all  for  which  they  a  few 
moments  before  stood,  and  do  acts  of  which  they  deemed 
themselves  incapable  before  their  commission  under  the 
mob-impulse.  Here  is  the  "  crowd,"  a  political  crowd,  an 
ordinary  street  crowd  gathered  by  accident,  attracted  by 
something,  perhaps  interesting,  perhaps  amusing,  by  a  street 
fakir,  by  a  mountebank,  by  a  political  speaker,  by  a  street 
preacher.  It  may  be  a  crowd  on  its  way  home  from  the 
theater,  from  a  concert,  from  a  church  service,  when  sud- 
denly it  is  arrested,  interested,  fascinated.  The  mob  fer- 
ment begins  to  work,  but  the  yeast  has  not  yet  filled  the 
dough.  It  is  only  there  in  process.  Now  when  the  mob- 
mind,  at  the  next  stage,  is  fully  developed,  it  is  by  the 
power  of  a  great  human  faculty,  which  has  already  been  at 
work  upon  it,  viz  :  Suggestion. 

One  suggestion,  say,  of  the  alleged  crime  of  the  Negro 
has  partially  unified  the  "crowd,"  and  it  is  passing  into  the 
mob-mind.  Another  suggestion,  contrary,  opposite,  is  made 
by  a  leader,  and  the  whole  process  is  switched  off,  and  the 
mob  may  die  and  its  history  never  be  written.  Or  the  uni- 
fying, organizing  suggestion  may  go  on,  and  the  movement 
may  be  a  French  Revolution,  a  frenzy,  a  people  maddened 
by  wrongs  drenching  itself  in  blood,  with  reeking  guil- 
lotine, a  decimated  nobility,  even  driven  by  the  infuriated 
women  of  the  Paris  populace,  fierce  and  ferocious  for  the 
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sight  of  more  headless  trunks  of  dukes,  duchesses,  states- 
men, and  all  of  the  old,  the  favored  classes.  Or  the  mob 
may  be  the  regiment,  the  military,  whose  collective  achieve- 
ments of  heroism  raises  each  individual  morally  above  him- 
self, and  the  poet  sings  its  praises  in  the  "  Charge  of  the  Six 
Hundred,"  or  in  that  of  San  Juan  Hill.  Or  the  crowd-mind 
may  pass  from  its  vast  gathering  before  Peter  the  Hermit, 
swayed  by  one  unifying,  organized,  deeply  -  imbedded 
thought,  feeling,  passion,  to  move  on  the  infidel  of  the 
Holy  Land  and  rescue  the  Saviour's  tomb  from  the  Saracens. 
But,  whatever  the  thought,  object  or  purpose,  given  the 
assemblage,  given  the  one  place,  the  one  thought,  or  the 
one  passion,  or  the  one  master-fear,  it  may  be,  and  under  that 
power  of  suggestion  the  mob-mind  appears. 

What  is  the  difference,  then,  between  the  "crowd"  and 
the  "  mob"?  It  is  this  :  the  difference  of  suggestibility  in 
the  two.  The  one  is  only  partially  and  in  an  unhesitat- 
ing way,  unstable  way,  the  creator  of  suggestions ;  that  is 
the  "  crowd."  The  other,  the  mob-mind,  is  developed  when 
the  suggestion  has  free  play,  runs  and  is  glorified  in  its 
very  excesses,  be  they  heroic  or  bestial. 

Now,  look  at  the  conditions  favorable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mob-mind.  The  first  and  most  powerful  factor 
is  that  which  breaks  up  the  social  consciousnesses,  disinte- 
grates them  and  unifies  them  into  a  new,  central,  dominat- 
ing consciousness,  which  is  at  unity  no  longer  with  the 
individuals  of  the  crowd,  but  which  is  at  .unity  only  with 
itself. 

What,  would  you  say,  gives  you  the  strangest  sense  of  your 
individuality  ?  Is  it  not  your  voluntary  movement  ?  It  is 
a  philosophical  truth  that  the  individual  self  grows  and  ex- 
pands, as  Dr.  Boris  Sidis  well  says  in  his  wTork  on  the 
"  Psychology  of  Suggestion,"  with  the  increase  of  variety 
and  intensity  of  voluntary  activity.  On  the  contrary,  the 
life  of  the  individual  self  sinks,  shrinks  and  withers  with 
the  decrease  of  variety  and  intensity  of  voluntary  move- 
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inents.  Bring  about  in  a  crowd  a  narrowed  field  of  con- 
sciousness. Let  men  be  in  one  spot,  a  narrow  street,  and 
be  pressed  together  ;  or  let  the  crowd  be  large,  in  a  field  where 
all  the  inner  circles  are  pressed  on  each  other ;  or  let  the 
crowd  be  a  great  crowd,  a  vast  crowd,  drawn,  some  of  them, 
by  sinister  purposes,  as  at  Wilmington,  Delaware  ;  some  as 
mere  curiosity  seekers,  as  is  generally  the  case  when  the 
crowd  becomes  the  mob.  The  cramped  movements  limit 
the  free  play  of  personality.  Men  feel  closed  in  upon,  fet- 
tered, uneasy.  The  very  numbers  of  the  crowd  crush  out 
the  free  sense  of  individuality.  We  all  have  felt  that  crush- 
ing out  of  individuality  in  a  crowd.  Then  the  sense  of  some- 
thing going  to  happen,  a  kind  of  doom  hanging  over  the 
crowd,  occurs.  I  addressed  lately  ten  thousand  persons  in 
the  Exposition  Building  at  Philadelphia.  I  can  bear  evi- 
dence to  that  feeling,  although  a  speaker  above  the  crowd 
can  never  have  the  same  degree  of  suppressed  feeling  of  the 
individual  as  those  in  the  mass.  Here,  then,  is  a  condition 
of  abnormal  sensibility  to  suggestion.  What  is  required  for 
the  mob  ?  Only  an  interesting  object,  or  some  vivid,  im- 
pelling, imperative  impression  to  fix  its  attention  and  to 
plunge  it  into  that  unified,  organized  state,  in  which  the 
individual  members,  shorn  of  their  walking,  moving  per- 
sonality, fettered  by  physical  contact  of  numbers,  in  bondage 
to  the  mental  image  of  numbers,  gives  way  to  the  sub-wak- 
ing, sub-conscious  self,  into  which  the  primitive,  the  savage, 
the  hereditary,  the  instinctive,  the  impulsive,  the  dark,  un- 
conscious self  now  pours  its  vast,  fundamental  elements  of 
being;  the  overstrained  attention,  the  suspended  breath  with 
which  the  crowd  now  hangs  on,  the  every  act  of  its  leader, 
the  master-mobbist,  the  lyncher,  the  wrapt  awe,  the  putting 
away  of  all  disturbing  influences,  the  fearful  silence  in 
which  the  buzzing  of  a  fly  can  be  heard.  The  crowd  is 
entranced ;  and  now  the  one  suggestion  spreads  like  a 
prairie  fire.    It  goes  from  mind  to  mind,  from  eye  to  eye. 
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The  clenched  hands,  the  contorted  faces,  show  the  growing 
interest.  Now  a  visual  image  helps  on  the  suggestion.  It 
may  be  a  blood-stained  bunch  of  leaves  gathered  at  the 
place  where  the  Negro  ravisher,  White,  committed  his 
fiendish  crime  at  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Those  leaves  are 
waved  aloft  by  a  lynching  parson  on  a  Sunday  night,  to 
2,500  people.  That  makes  the  mind  of  the  mob  deeper  in 
its  intent,  but  this  leader  is  only  a  leader  of  words,  a  maker 
of  mob  images.  He  goes  not  farther,  and  yet  his  work 
endures.  The  true  mob-leader,  the  genuine  executant, 
appears  the  next  night  to  take  the  fruitage  of  the  preacher's 
suggestion.  One  day  has  not  cooled  the  passion  or  sunk 
down  to  darkness  yet  the  primitive,  unconscious  savagery. 
It  comes  up  again.  Rumor  flies  thick  and  fast.  The 
leader  or  leaders  again  appear,  first  of  one  group,  then  of 
another.  They  combine.  One  leader  masters  others.  This 
instinctive  savage  who  is  strongest  in  passion,  most  easily 
swayed  by  his  base  under-self,  is  the  master-mobbist.  "On 
to  the  work-house,"  as  in  the  Wilmington  mob,  is  his  cry. 
Again  the  mob  gathers.  A  score  of  little  mobs  in  the  form 
of  groups,  each  with  its  minor  leader,  has  been  ripening. 
Now  they  concentrate,  they  plan.  One  idea,  one  thought, 
one  passion,  one  purpose,  to  get  at  White,  the  Negro  rav- 
isher, is  dominant.  That  is  the  all-controlling  suggestion, 
now  working  with  fearful  power.  The  mob  mind  is  full, 
the  rest  is  but  acts  of  vengeance  and  murder,  the  over-riding 
of  the  law,  the  burning  and  dismembering  of  a  brute,  the 
taking  of  his  thumbs,  fingers,  bones,  toes,  for  ghastly  souv- 
enirs, even  by  tender  women. 

Now,  this  is  the  monster  the  American  public  must  deal 
wTith  henceforth,  in  a  vigorous,  quick,  short,  decisive  way; 
or  law,  order,  American  prestige,  American  institutions, 
and  the  very  foundations  of  American  society  and  Ameri- 
can government  will  be  overturned,  and  the  fair  fabric  of 
patriotism,  of  civilization,  of  freedom  under  constitutional 
guarantees,  will  be  annihilated. 
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I  have  traced  in  popular  and  untechnical  language  the 
method  of  growth,  the  genesis  of  the  mob  in  general, 
whether  in  America  or  elsewhere.  But  the  danger,  the  ex- 
treme peril  of  the  mob,  is  upon  us  now  in  America,  and 
that  danger  will  deepen  and  widen  as  the  years  go  by.  No 
one  can  properly  estimate  that  danger  until  he  begins  to 
study  the  peculiar  conditions  of  American  life,  and  bears  in 
mind  the  peculiarities  of  American  society  and  American 
institutions. 

THE  MOB  AND  THE  RACE-PROBLEM. 

First  we  have  a  great  race-problem,  different  in  kind  and 
the  conditions  which  qualify  it  from  any  race  problem 
in  any  other  country.  No  such  racial  conditions  as  exist 
in  this  land  can  be  found  anywhere  else  on  this  globe. 

Briefly  review  the  history  of  the  conditions  that  have 
made  this  great,  persistent  and  important  race-problem  in 
America,  and  then  note  the  relations  of  the  Negro  race  to- 
the  White  race  as  making  for  race  prejudice  in  its  thousand 
Protean  shapes. 

There  have  been  two  grand  stages  of  advance  of  liberty 
in  this  country.  The  first,  when  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence made,  in  1776,  America  free  from  foreign  oppres- 
sion. The  second,  when  the  pen  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by 
the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  set  four  million  slaves  free 
in  1863.  The  latter  has  been  called  almost  the  "Corona- 
tion of  humanity."  The  Negro  was  set  free  physically.  He 
was  given  his  moral  liberty.  A  great  appeal  was  made  to 
his  innate  sense  of  manhood.  He  was  declared  a  man — not 
a  thing,  not  a  chattel — by  the  great,  powerful  and  generous 
American  people.  I  shall  not  arraign  the  South  now  for 
invading  later  the  Negro's  rights.  I  shall  not  at  this  time 
go  into  any  of  the  side  issues  of  the  great  act  of  emancipa- 
tion. I  am  very  glad  to  recognize  what  humanizing  pro- 
cesses were  applied  by  our  Southern  citizens  for  bringing  a 
barbarous  race  in  the  course  of  several  centuries  to  civiliza- 
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tion.  But  even  back  of  these  two  great  starting  points  of 
liberty — the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Procla- 
mation of  Emancipation — we  must  go  to  find  the  roots  of  the 
race  problem,  in  which  race  prejudice  is  so  profound  and 
influential  a  factor. 

AMERICA  BELONGS  TO  THE  NEGRO  IN  PART  BY  OCCU- 
PANCY. 

In  point  of  native  occupancy  of  this  land,  if  the  Indian 
is  not  the  true  American,  he  is  at  least  the  aboriginal  Amer- 
ican ;  and  if  the  white  man  be  the  American — if  occu- 
pancy, tilling  the  soil,  length  of  industry  in  this  land  has 
aught  to  do  with  American  rights,  American  citizenship, 
American  nationality — then  the  Negro  has  an  equal  right 
to  exist  here  with  the  white  man,  and  to  be  protected  by 
the  laws  of  America.  Two  ships  long  ago  came  to  this 
land  with  colonists — one  the  Mayflower,  in  1620,  bearing 
our  Pilgrim  forefathers,  of  whom  Thomas  Rogers,  the  eigh- 
teenth to  sign  the  Mayflower  "  compact,"  I  may  name  as 
my  own  ancestor,  giving  me  at  least  the  shadow  of  a  right 
to  speak  for  the  Puritan  conscience  and  for  the  Puritan  re- 
ligion, which  helped  so  much  human  liberty  in  this  land. 
The  other  ship  came  a  year  earlier,  in  161 9,  and  held  in 
her  hold  a  number  of  black  slaves,  captured,  imprisoned, 
kidnapped,  borne  away  from  their  native  land  to  this  coun- 
try, whose  descendants  have  ever  blessed  or  cursed  the 
South,  as  they  have  been  treated  as  human  beings  or  as 
chattels  and  things.  They  were  brought  here  against  their 
will,  they  were  imbruted,  they  were  denied  the  opportuni- 
ties which  the  most  sodden  and  illiterate  of  other  lands  en- 
joyed. Nearly  three  centuries  of  wrongs  rise  now,  and  will 
continue  to  rise,  to  plague,  harass,  curse,  humiliate,  disgrace 
the  American  people  till  God's  right  and  God's  justice,  by 
American  white  men,  shall  clothe  the  Negro  with  the  privi- 
lege to  exist,  work,  learn,  advance,  to  have  fair  play,  to 
enter  open  doors  of  opportunity,  and  to  be  what  God  in- 
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tended  all  men  to  be — men  wrought  in  the  image  of  Him- 
self. 

In  the  face  of  the  terrible  facts  of  history  of  the  Negro 
race  in  America,  in  face  of  tremendous  responsibility  of  the 
white  man  for  his  presence  here,  for  his  sufferings,  for  his 
wrongs,  for  the  dark  tragedy  of  his  fate,  there  are  men  like 
Mr.  John  Temple  Graves,  of  Georgia,  who  practically  say, 
that  because  the  Negro  has  been  a  slave,  and  because  he 
wears  a  black  skin,  the  door  of  American  opportunity  shall 
be  shut  in  the  face  of  ten  millions  of  the  race,  and  that 
when  the  black  man  commits  the  same  crime  as  the  white 
man,  he  shall  not  have  the  protection  of  the  white  man's 
law.  Nay,  more,  Mr.  Graves,  and  men  of  his  ultra  school 
of  thought  on  the  race  problem,  say,  in  substance,  often  in 
formal  words,  that  because  a  few  of  the  Negroes  commit 
grave  crimes,  that  barbaric  and  inexcusable  form  of  murder, 
called  lynching,  shall  be  the  common  punishment,  in  the 
hands  of  maddened  mobs,  of  members  of  the  Negro  race, 
and  that  lynching  has  come  to  stay  in  the  South. 

To  deepen  the  prejudice  against  a  race  held  formerly  in 
slavery,  and  on  whom  the  vilest  and  most  brutal  of  wrongs 
were  committed,  these  gentlemen  venture  on  a  luridness  of 
rhetoric  and  a  wildness  of  logic  that  puts  them  seemingly, 
for  the  time  being,  beyond  the  pale  of  political  or  sociolog- 
ical, not  to  say  ethical,  reasoning. 

HAS  LYNCHING  COME  TO  STAY? 

Is  it  true,  as  this  new  school  of  hate-breeders  say,  that 
lynching  has  come  to  stay  in  the  South  ?  Is  it  true,  as 
they  would  have  you  believe,  that  "  the  mob  is  the  bulwark 
of  society"  ?  Is  it  true  that  the  lynchings,  even  in  the 
South,  are  caused  by  the  crime  against  the  pure  and  lofty 
womanhood  of  the  South,  and  not,  also,  by  the  crime  of 
murder,  of  horse  stealing,  or  of  insults  to  white  men 
and  by  many  minor,  almost  petty  offenses  ?  I  yield  to  no 
man,  South  or  North,  East  or  West,  in  reverence  for  Amer- 
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ican  womanhood.  American  men  do  not  have  to  live  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  to  hold  in  highest  esteem  and  to 
reverence  with  undeviating  loyalty  and  devotion  the  sex  to 
which  belong  their  mothers,  their  wives,  their  sisters,  their 
sweethearts.  That  devotion,  that  loyalty,  may  not  effer- 
vesce into  the  sentiments  expressed  always  with  the  choice 
and  poetical  elegances  of  rhetoric  for  which  our  delightful 
Southern  orators  have  ever  been  noted.  The  Northern 
man  may  not  sing  ballads  to  the  Northern  woman's  eye- 
brow. But  nevertheless  there  is  in  his  loyalty,  if  not  so 
much  expression,  yet  as  much  of  moral  fiber,  of  a  conscience 
that  fires  to  constancy,  of  convictions  as  to  woman's  lofti- 
ness and  purity,  which  makes  the  Northern  man  the  peer 
of  any  man  as  woman's  admirer,  adorer  and  protector. 
Adapting  the  lines  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  and  making 
them  refer  to  these  differences  as  to  Southern  and  Northern 
laudation  of  womanhood,  and  with  special  reference  to  these 
orators  of  the  South,  we  may  say  : 

"  See  the  warm  speaker  of  the  plastic  South, 
How  all  his  passions  play  about  his  mouth  ; 
With  us  the  feature  that  transmits  the  soul, 
A  frozen,  passive,  palsied  breathing  hole." 

TRUE  AND  FALSE  CHIVALRY. 

There  is  a  true  and  there  is  a  false  chivalry  with  regard 
to  womanhood.  Woman  was  once,  in  the  days  of  historic 
chivalry,  when  joust  and  tournament  were  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  toy  and  the  plaything  of  man,  or  she  was  banished 
to  the  nunnery  and  made  to  climb  the  cloistral  stairs  toward 
heaven  as  her  only  vocation.  Her  choice  was  to  hang  from 
a  two-story  casement  and  listen  by  moonlight  to  the  strains 
of  a  guitar,  and  poetic  ditties  on  her  liquid  eyes,  or  betake 
herself  to  the  veil  and  the  nun's  hood  and  everlasting  pen- 
ance. She  led  a  sheltered  life,  not  such  as  now,  when, 
North  and  South,  she  is  out  in  the  jostle  of  the  world,  often 
meeting  man  and  man's  circumstances  face  to  face,  girdled 
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with  the  dangers  to  her  sex,  using  liberty,  "  that  precious 
thing,"  as  Montesquieu  calls  it,  with  the  perils  incident  to 
liberty.  This  is  peculiarly  so  in  the  North.  It  is  largely 
so  in  the  South.  Woman  is  not  less,  but  more,  a  woman 
for  this,  having  less  poetry  but  more  freedom,  having  less 
protection  of  circumstances  but  more  use  of  circumstances. 
Now  while  today  on  the  part  of  all  worthy  men,  whether 
North  or  South,  and  as  much  in  the  North  as  in  the  South, 
woman  is  respected,  honored  and  reverenced,  the  very  cir- 
cumstances of  this  work-a-day  world,  with  woman's  enlarged 
opportunities  and  freedom  of  coining  and  going,  the  factory 
life,  the  store  life,  the  life  of  teacher  and  pupil,  the  engage- 
ment in  thousands  of  occupations  unknown  to  former  days, 
all  this  exposes  her,  as  never  before,  to  dangers  known  from 
primeval  times  as  those  of  her  sex.  This,  with  the  added 
population,  black  and  white,  to  our  country,  the  blacks  hav- 
ing increased  from  January  i,  1863,  the  time  of  going  into 
effect  of  the  emancipation  proclamation,  from  four  millions 
to  nearly  ten  millions;  the  whites,  from  every  country  in 
the  world,  from  forty  to  eighty  millions,  including  a  pro- 
portion of  passionate  and  unworthy  men  of  both  races,  will 
account,  to  a  degree,  for  the  crime  against  womanhood. 

But  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  Negro  race,  as  a  race,  is  going 
backward,  as  the  new  hate-breeders  say.  It  is  not  a  fact  that 
the  crime  of  rape  belongs  distinctively  to  this  black  race. 
It  is  not  a  fact  that  the  black  criminal  as  well  as  the  white 
criminal,  who  is  guilty  of  the  awful  crime  of  rape  (and  I 
would  not  diminish  the  public  estimate  of  the  awfulness  of 
that  crime  by  one  hair-breadth),  cannot  be  controlled  by 
American  law  and  x\merican  courts  without  a  mutilation 
which  notes  a  return  to  barbarism,  or  a  forcible  exile  of  the 
Negro  race  from  America,  in  behalf  of  a  white  feudalism 
which  fell  in  this  America  of  ours,  thank  God,  with  the  fall 
of  black  slavery.  Nor,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  still  with 
a  courtesy  which,  especially  here  in  the  North,  tolerates  the 
utmost  freedom  of  expression  of  any  orator  from  the  South, 
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however  objectionable  his  sentiments  may  be  to  the  North- 
ern conscience  and  the  Northern  sense  of  justice,  do  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  an  act  of  chivalry,  even  to  womanhood,  out- 
raged in  its  fairest  jewel,  to  cry  in  her  name,  hate,  persecution 
and  lynching,  death  by  murder.  I  say  murder,  for  so  it  is 
murder  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  murder, 
in  the  eye  of  all  good  morals — to  cry  murder,  or  to  add  in 
her  name  torture  to  murder,  and  think  by  so  doing  woman 
is  put  higher  on  her  queenly  throne  of  lofty,  noble  and  vir- 
tuous womanhood.  Woman's  virtue  does  not  have  to  be 
supported  in  America  by  murder,  her  honor  need  not  be  se- 
cured by  torture.  Her  good  name  does  not  call  to  its  pro- 
tection efforts  of  mobs  to  roast  human  flesh  in  its  behalf. 
Woman's  purity  does  not  demand  the  thumb  or  toe  of  a 
burned  Negro  to  be  carried  as  a  souvenir  and  reminder  of  its 
stainlessness.  Where  is  the  woman  who  asks  this  ?  Tell  me 
of  the  tender  woman  that  croons  over  the  cradle  or  sings 
lullabys,  and  wishes  to  glut  a  morbid  desire  by  seeing  a  Ne- 
gro roast  by  a  slow  fire  at  a  stake.  Show  me  the  woman 
who,  for  protection  of  womanhood,  longs  to  feast  her  eyes 
on  the  Negro  rapist  hung  to  a  telegraph  pole,  and  riddled 
with  bullets — 

"  O  woman  !  in  our  hours  of  ease, 
Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please  ; 
When  pain  and  anguish  wring  the  brow, 
A  ministering  angel  thou." 

And  yet  it  is  implied  that  this  ministering  angel — the 
white  woman  who  nursed  the  dying  soldier  on  northern 
and  southern  battlefield,  who  took  his  last  words  from  his 
dying  cot  in  the  hospital  to  mother,  father,  sister,  brother  ; 
the  white  woman,  too,  who  has  gone  to  the  ignorant  and 
illiterate  black  belt  of  the  South,  for  which  neither  she  nor 
her  section  were  responsible,  there  to  establish  schools  for 
the  Negro  ;  the  white  woman  who  has  been  the  Negro's 
missionary  in  this  and  other  lands,  not  to  carry  the  gospel 
of  hate  and  murder,  of  race  prejudice,  but  of  the  glad  tid- 
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ings  of  a  Saviour  of  love,  and  the  white  woman  of  the 
North,  mind  you,  as  well  as  of  the  South,  for  a  chivalry 
based  on  murderous  lynching  is  supposed  to  have  developed 
a  new  reverence  for  woman  in  the  North,  the  white  woman — 
is  to  be  the  cause  of  riotous  mobs  bent  on  racial  extinction  ; 
woman's  purity  is  to  be  the  banner  under  which  lynchers 
march,  and  by  an  appeal  to  and  for  womanhood  the  new 
"bulwark  of  American  society,"  the  mob,  is  to  be  estab- 
lished! O  woman,  in  thy  pure,  lofty  and  honored  name, 
how  many  crimes  are  masked ;  how  many  shameful  deeds 
are  done,  and  yet  without  thy  consent  or  thy  approval ! 

TREATMENT  OF  NEGRO  WOMANHOOD. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of  American  womanhood  for 
whose  honor  I  have  often  eagerly  listened  as  to  some  word 
or  suggestion,  the  black  womanhood  of  the  South.  The 
treatment  of  black  women  in  the  South  by  low  whites  has 
widened  the  chasm  between  the  races.  I  have  not  learned 
from  our  courteous  Southern  orators  of  any  lynchings  on 
her  behalf  or  of  suggestions  for  her  protection.  We  learn 
that  four  million  mulattoes  of  the  ten  million  Negroes,  peo- 
ple this  country.  Whence  came  they  ?  Who  tanned  the 
black  man  and  woman  yellow  ?  Whence  the  crime  against 
black  womanhood  ?  Have  there  been  any  lynchings  in  the 
South  for  black  womanhood,  who  is  also  mother,  daughter 
and  sweetheart,  though  all  under  a  black  skin?  Have 
there  been  any  lynchings  for  the  black  woman  outraged  ? 
Yes ;  I  believe  there  have  been  many,  but  indirectly,  for  the 
black  man,  maddened,  bestial  as  he  was  in  his  awful  crime 
of  rape  on  white  womanhood,  has  felt,  rather  than  argued, 
that  he  was  excused,  though  he  was  not,  for  his  dreadful 
deed  by  the  white  man's  assault  on  the  women  of  his  race, 
and  he  has  taken  the  risk  of  lynching,  condoned  his  unpar- 
donable deed,  and  gone  to  the  stake  or  the  hanging  with 
the  feeling  that  anyhow  a  reprisal  has  been  made.  One 
way  to  diminish  lynchings  of  low  blacks  for  rape  in  the 
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South,  is  to  protect  black  womanhood  from  outrage  by  low 
whites  in  the  South. 

THE  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  HATE— BREEDERS. 

And  so  I  must  venture  to  decline  to  accept  the  new  school 
of  hate-breeders  as  representing  the  New  South,  the  South 
of  advancing  education,  of  industrial  development,  of  grow- 
ing prosperity  and  respect  for  human  rights.  But  I  prefer 
to  take  Judge  Jones,  of  Alabama,  a  Southern  man,  once  the 
Governor  of  his  State,  now  a  United  States  judge  in  his 
State,  as  a  true  representative  of  the  best  South,  when  he 
punishes  Southerners,  guilty  of  assaults  on  the  black  man's 
rights,  stamps  out  peonage,  the  new  slavery,  by  the  strong 
arm  of  the  judiciary  of  a  Government  that  knows  no  North 
or  South,  or  black  or  white,  when  weighing  human  rights 
by  the  scales,  purifies  his  State  from  stain  of  injustice,  the 
South  from  dishonor  and  stands  as  the  embodiment  of  that 
true  chivalry  which  ever  protects  the  weak  and  the  helpless. 

THE  NEGRO  WILD  NOT  BE  EXPATRIATED  AGAIN. 

I  venture  further  to  say  that  the  new  school  of  hate- 
breeders  do  not  represent  the  sober,  enlightened,  humane 
South  when  they  argue  for  the  expatriation  of  the  Negro 
race  from  a  country  in  which  they  have  been  as  long  as  the 
white  man.  The  intelligent,  educated,  industrial  South 
needs  the  black  man ;  the  black  man  needs  the  South ;  he 
will  not  be  driven  from  his  own  land,  and  the  white  race 
will  continue  to  be  increasingly  his  friend,  his  tutor,  guide, 
and  the  uplifter  of  his  sable  countenance.  The  white  man, 
for  a  comparatively  few  rapists  out  of  ten  millions  of  Ne- 
groes, will  not  expatriate  the  Negro. 

GENERAL  ASPECTS  OF  LYNCHING. 

And  now  turn  to  the  more  general  aspects  of  this  great 
subject  of  lynchings  and  mobs.  We  all  know  how  widely 
the  mob  spirit  prevails  in  America  today.     While  a  num- 
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ber  of  lynchings  follow  strictly  the  color  line,  and,  in  the 
strong  yet  accurate  language  of  Professor  James,  of  Har- 
vard, "  a  Negro  needs  bnt  to  be  accused  to  make  him  the 
sport  of  the  mob  as  long  as  the  fun  will  last,"  yet  lynching, 
started  in  the  South  on  the  color  line  for  rape,  has  leaped 
that  color  line  and  has  gone  beyond  the  offense  of  rape  to 
include  murder  as  its  chief  excuse,  then  from  that  heinous 
crime  shading  down  to  minor  offenses,  and  even  to  petty 
faults  and  ill-based  suspicions,  lynchings  of  whites  and 
blacks  have  been  made  frequent.  But  lynchings  and  mobs 
have  been  so  numerous,  so  various,  so  different  in  origin 
and  object,  that  we  must  seek,  in  addition  to  mental  and 
moral  contagion,  other  originating  causes,  as  desire  of  ex- 
citement, the  wish  to  break  the  monotony  of  idle  and  law- 
less lives,  and  that  homicidal  impulse  that  so  strongly  lies 
down  deep  even  in  hearts  and  lives  on  which  civilization 
and  religion  have  piled  layer  on  layer  of  custom,  ethics, 
advanced  conception  of  human  rights  and  the  beautiful  hu- 
manities of  modern  days. 

But  the  profoundest  and  most  influential  cause  of  the 
lynching  of  Negroes  by  whites,  is  to  be  found  in  the  bitter, 
persistent,  undying,  race-prejudice,  starting  from  power- 
ful race  instincts  which  have  been  distorted  by  centuries  of 
brutal  slavery  on  the  one  hand  and  un-American  absolutism 
and  white  feudalism  on  the  other  hand.  And  this  race-pre- 
judice has  furthermore  been  accentuated  by  the  marvellous 
advancement  of  the  Negro  race  in  education  and  intelli- 
gence and  especially  by  his  endowment  with  political  rights. 

GEOGRAPHY  AND  RACE  PREJUDICE. 

The  striking  phenomena  of  race  hatred,  the  widening 
chasm  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  are  not  exhibited 
exclusively  in  any  one  section  of  our  country.  The  birth  of 
liberty  in  the  Negro  was  a  large  step  in  his  advance,  but 
it  involved  him  in  perils  manifold.  His  liberty  was  no  ex- 
ception to  the  general  law  that  vigilance  is  the  lasting  price 
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of  liberty.  While  Negro  liberty  was  of  vast  value  and  a 
result  of  the  great,  potent,  interesting  Act  of  Emancipation, 
it  could  not  change  immediately  the  character  nor  the  en- 
vironment of  the  Negro.  Fiat  liberty  no  more  than  "flat 
money"  is  free  from  dangers. 

No  one  who  has  not  deeply  studied  that  peculiar  period 
in  American  history  known  as  the  "Reconstruction  Period" 
can  properly  appreciate  the  dangers  that  beset  the  newly- 
freed  slaves  on  the  disbanding  of  the  Confederate  armies. 
Re-enslavement  of  the  Negroes  was  not  only  openly  advo- 
cated in  the  South,  but  in  places  attempted  murder,  pillage, 
mutilation,  a  thousand  forms  of  persecution,  were  set  in 
motion  against  the  freedman.  This  was  partly  owing  to 
the  devastated  and  chaotic  condition  of  the  Southern  States, 
where  semblance  of  law  could,  for  a  time,  be  maintained 
only  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Federal  military  ;  partly  in 
result  of  inveterate  and  deeply-imbedded  race-prejudice.  It 
was  a  situation  to  be  met  in  some  way,  and  the  Federal 
Government  attempted  to  meet  it,  in  part,  by  protecting 
the  Negro  with  the  gift  of  suffrage.  The  South  has  its 
"  Iliad  of  woes"  to  recite  as  the  result  of  the  constitutional 
amendments  and  the  o-ift  of  the  electoral  franchise,  but  it 
seemed  wise  to  the  North — nay,  it  seemed  just  and  proper 
— and  the  North  is  not  to  be  condemned  for  these  meas- 
ures, in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  to  throw  as  ample 
protection  as  possible  around  the  Negro,  who  had,  without 
any  act  of  his  own,  become  the  ward  of  the  Nation.  Should 
he,  the  innocent  cause  of  the  war,  be  made  the  chief  victim 
of  the  war  ?  Should  Southern  hatred  harness  itself  to  un- 
ending slaughter  of  the  black  man  ?  Granted  that  the 
amendments  had  their  perils.  So  have  all  remedies  that 
apply  themselves  to  revolutionary  conditions  of  society,  and 
all  such  measures  are  imperfect.  The  black  man,  then,  was 
given  his  liberty ;  he  was  given  more  than  his  liberty — he 
was  given  the  suffrage.  He  was  endowed  when  unfitted 
for  it,  and  yet,  as  a  measure  of  protection,  with  the  full 
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rights  of  American  citizenship.  In  the  fullness  of  his  civic 
rights  he  was  advanced  beyond  our  wives  and  daughters. 
He  could  help  to  elect  Legislatures  and  to  make  Congresses. 
He  might  vote  for  President  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
Republic. 

I  shall  not  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  ultimate  wisdom 
or  unwisdom  of  the  amendments.  They  were  protective 
measures  for  the  Negroes,  and  given,  we  must  also  believe, 
to  redress  centuries  of  wrongs.  They  were  also  seemingly 
necessary.  Yet  they  surrounded  the  Republic  and  sur- 
rounded the  Negroes  with  dangers  that  were  apparently 
unavoidable.  We  are  just  now  concerned  with  only  one 
main  line  of  study,  race  prejudice,  and  these  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  were  in  the  last  analysis  made  necessary 
by  the  passionate  race-prejudice  of  the  South.  These  amend- 
ments are  still  necessary  to  meet  that  same  race-prejudice. 
The  Negro,  unprotected  by  the  national  laws,  is  doomed  to 
forced  retrogression. 

There  is  also,  on  the  other  hand,  a  provocative  to  race- 
prejudice  in  the  very  equality  of  the  Negro  before  the  law. 
This  is  largely  peculiar  to  the  South.  The  movement  of 
the  nation's  mind,  North  and  South,  is  widely  different 
from  this  cause.  In  the  South,  which  is  deeply  political, 
and  where,  so  to  say,  every  man  is  a  politician,  the  gift  of 
suffrage  and  the  protection  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  Negro 
are  regarded  as  putting  him  on  the  plane  of  social  equality, 
the  thought  of  which  makes  volcanic  eruptions  of  race-pre- 
judice. In  the  North  this  is  not  so.  Political  equality  in 
the  North  does  not  imply  social  equality.  The  latter  is  de- 
termined by  the  individual  himself  and  not  by  law.  The 
North  has  deep  race  prejudice  against  the  Negro,  which  is 
also  unreasoning,  but  part  of  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
North  holds  strongly  to  race  purity  and  race  integrity  as 
best  for  whites  and  blacks,  and  leaves  a  man's  drawing- 
room  or  dining-room  to  be  controlled  by  himself  and  not  by 
public  sentiment. 
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In  the  North,  as  I  have  suggested,  there  is  a  deep  race- 
prejudice  against  the  Negro.  This  is  the  more  shameful 
and  humiliating  to  all  genuine  lovers  of  American  liberty 
and  justice  because  the  North  has  been  the  cradle  of  the 
black  man's  liberty.  From  the  North,  starting  with  the 
grand,  persistent,  suffering,  long-ostracized  band  of  Aboli- 
tionists, went  out  the  influences  and  forces  that  set  the 
Negro  free.  And  yet  here  in  the  North  there  has  been  de- 
veloping in  recent  years  a  fierce  race  hatred  of  the  Negro, 
wThich  sets  all  sense  of  liberty,  law,  order,  decency  and 
Christian  sentiment  at  defiance,  and  shows  in  the  most  cul- 
tivated, wealthy  and  socially  advanced  parts  of  our  country 
a  cruelty  and  barbarity  befitting  the  illiteracy  and  passions 
of  the  Dark  Ages. 

It  was  but  several  years  ago  that  a  great  mob  of  roughs, 
under  the  very  protection  of  the  police  forces,  in  my  own 
city  of  Greater  New  York,  set  upon  defenceless  and  respect- 
able colored  people  going  to  and  from  their  work,  for  no 
other  reason  but  that  they  wore  a  black  skin  and  belonged 
to  a  hated  race.  That  feeling  of  race  hatred  against  these 
poor  colored  people  may  flame  up  again  at  almost  any  mo- 
ment and  on  little  provocation.  And  yet  it  must  ever  be 
borne  in  mind  that  to  play  the  baleful  flames  of  this  race- 
hatred against  the  humble  folk  is  to  attack  the  foundations 
of  American  liberty,  law,  order  and  justice.  They  are  now 
a  free  people.  They  have  all  the  rights  of  American  citi- 
zens. They  are,  with  only  the  exceptions  that  their  envi- 
ronment, history  and  brutal  treatment  by  the  whites  for  two 
centuries  before  the  emancipation  will  account  for,  indus- 
trious, intelligent  and  law-abiding.  As  a  race  their  ad- 
vancement in  forty  years  is  a  marvel  of  the  age.  No  par- 
ticular offences,  beyond  those  committed  by  the  class  that 
persecutes  them,  can  be  charged  to  them.  They  simply 
have  black  skins  and  are  a  different  race  from  our  own. 

L,et  us  call  down  shame  on  our  intelligent,  well-educated 
North  for  this  deep,  widely-extended  race  prejudice,  more 
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and  more  cropping  out  in  our  great  Northland  of  liberty 
and  advancement,  showing  a  rancor,  a  persecution,  a  cruelty, 
a  diabolical  attempt  even  at  torture,  of  the  Negro,  because 
he  is  black,  has  been  held  in  bondage  by  the  whites,  and 
belongs  to  an  alien  race. 

CONDUCING  CAUSES  OF  CRUELTY  AGAINST  NEGROES. 

In  the  consideration  of  race  prejudice  as  evidenced  in 
cruelty  and  persecution,  I  am  not  saying  that  it  is  not  re- 
lated to  some  general  causes  and  conditions  in  American 
life  irrespective  of  the  "  color  line."  But  it  is  "  color"  and 
"race"  that  provoke  these  general  causes  and  utilize  these 
general  conditions  for  the  accomplishment  of  cruel  and 
fiendish  results.  There  has  been  a  cheapening  of  human 
life  among  us,  occasioned  by  great  growth  of  population, 
by  the  factory  system,  by  industrial  methods  that  make  man 
a  mere  cog  in  a  wheel,  by  the  demands  of  rapid  transit, 
with  all  of  nature's  quick  responsive  forces  put  into  har- 
ness. There  has  been  a  growth  of  cruelty  from  our  two 
wars — the  Civil  War  and  the  War  with  Spain.  There  has 
been  an  intensifying  of  the  struggle  for  existence,  by  the 
operation  of  great  social  and  industrial  causes,  which  have 
made  a  child's  life,  according  to  a  New  Jersey  judge,  worth 
only  a  dollar.  All  these  causes  and  conditions  have  helped 
to  create  a  situation  of  peril,  in  a  general  way,  for  the  Ne- 
gro race  in  America.  But  it  is  distinctly  as  black  people 
of  an  alien  race  that  these  causes  and  conditions  work 
against  the  Negro  race  more  than  against  our  native  White 
race  or  against  our  immigrants. 

All  through  the  North  these  symptoms  of  cruelty,  perse- 
cution and  malicious  prejudice  seem  to  be  working  against 
the  Negro  race.  From  Maine  to  Washington,  from  Minne- 
sota to  the  old  line  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  North  of 
which  freedom  had  consecrated  the  soil  from  slave  labor, 
are  seen  these  phenomena  of  race-hatred  against  the  colored 
people.    If  the  Negro  commits  the  same  fault  or  crime  as 
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the  white  man  in  New  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  or  the  State 
of  Washington,  he  is  visited  with  more  than  the  white  man's 
punishment,  and  a  punishment  imposed  without  measure, 
standard,  sense,  decency,  justice,  at  the  hands  of  Judge 
Lynch.  It  may  almost  be  said  now  that  for  certain  grave 
offences  the  Negro  has  but  one  judge,  and  that  judge  is 
Judge  Lynch.  Is  this  our  boasted  American  civilization  ? 
Is  this  the  liberty-loving  North  that  gave  the  black  man 
freedom  ?  Ah  !  Freedom  has  lately  been  taking  a  back- 
ward step  in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the  South,  where  the 
rights,  privileges,  security,  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
poor,  humble  colored  people  are  concerned. 

I  defend  no  kind  of  fault  or  crime  by  the  Negroes.  But 
law  is  law,  or  should  be,  for  a  black  man  as  for  a  white  man, 
especially  in  liberty-loving  and  liberty-making  America. 
These  are  the  facts  of  race-prejudice  in  the  North.  They 
must  be  admitted  by  all  candid  observers,  and  are  beyond 
contradiction.  What  are  the  causes,  other  than  those  gen- 
eral causes  which  have  been  mentioned,  for  the  renaissance 
of  that  gospel  of  hate  found  in  the  South  just  after  the  war, 
but  little  to  be  expected  in  the  North  ?  One  reason  is  the 
expansion  of  the  South  and  the  apparent  ubiquity  of  its  writ- 
ers, speakers,  politicians,  and  the  emigration  of  large  parts  of 
its  population  to  parts  of  the  North,  with  that  fiery  habit  of 
denunciation  and  unreasoning  prejudice  which  character- 
izes the  Southern  temperament.  Just  now  there  is  a  delib- 
erate and  seemingly  well-articulated  literary  and  political 
propagandism  in  the  South — a  rebirth  of  Southern  enthu- 
siasm, a  recrudescence  of  States'  Rights — and  a  long  array 
of  speakers,  writers  and  legislators — some  honest  haters, 
some  political  schemers,  some  rabid  partisans,  but  all  South- 
ern, and  all  wildly  prejudiced  against  the  Negro.  The 
old  South  is  changing.  The  middle  and  more  lowly  classes 
are  taking  the  reins  of  the  Southern  fire-chariot  ;  the  old  and 
gracious  humanities  and  civilities  of  the  aristocracy  have 
given  way  to  the  new  commercial,  industrial,  mercantile, 
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forming,  middle  and  lower  classes,  where  rabid  passions,  hot 
and  blasting  race  feelings  show  themselves.  As  the  Amer- 
icanism of  the  North  has  changed  by  the  hybrid  character 
of  its  immigration  from  foreign  lands,  so  the  Americanism 
of  the  South  has  changed  by  the  rise  of  its  middle  white 
class,  who  are  much  less  the  friends  of  the  Negro  than  the 
old  Southern  aristocrats.  The  young  clerk,  the  young  law- 
yer, the  teacher,  the  merchant,  has  come  North.  The  South- 
ern writers,  many  of  great  literary  ability,  are  now  in  the 
Northern  cities,  and  all  are  a  unit  in  opposing  the  Negro. 
They  deliberately,  systematically,  persistently,  and,  I  may 
say,  profoundly,  influence  the  new  North  against  the  Negro. 

But  again,  the  Negro's  advancement,  both  North  and 
South,  his  increase  in  education,  in  general  ability  to  take 
care  of  himself,  his  competition  with  the  white  man  in  the 
labor  field,  all  these  have  accentuated  against  him  the 
hatred  of  the  whites,  who,  dividing  off  on  the  deep  socio- 
logical principle,  so  ably  set  forth  in  Giddings'  "  Principles 
of  Sociology,"  that  like  attracts  and  unlike  repels,  found 
in  the  color  and  race  of  the  black  man  the  conditions  anti- 
podal to  their  own  color  and  race. 

Again,  in  the  North  as  in  the  South,  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  Negro  and  his  identification  with  one  political  party 
have  arrayed  against  him  the  deep  political  animosities  of  the 
other  political  half  of  the  country,  and  when  one-half  of  the 
American  people  are  thus  politically  critical  and  hostile  to 
another  half  of  the  American  people  the  poor  Negro  comes 
between  them  as  a  buffer,  with  all  the  poignant  experiences 
of  "  buffing."  The  political  passions  of  one-half  of  the 
people,working  on  even  a  dormant  race  instinct,  and  whetted 
to  an  edge  by  marked  differences  in  color  of  the  races,  will 
account  for  a  great  deal  of  the  race-prejudice  North  and 
South.  And  yet  it  would  seem  that  as  the  Democratic 
party,  North  and  South,  is  pitilessly  against  the  Negro  he 
can  look  for  security  only  to  that  political  party  by  whose 
power  and  influence  he  was  set  free  and  endowed  with  the 
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franchise  in  order  to  protect  himself.  But  even  here  the 
potency  of  race-prejudice  is  powerfully  exhibited  among  the 
quondam  political  friends  of  the  Negro,  for  since  the  war 
with  Spain  other  dark-skinned  and  illiterate  races  have 
complicated  the  Race  Problem  in  America.  If  the  Negro 
shall  be  maintained  in  the  face  of  growing  prejudice,  North 
and  South,  in  his  political  and  civil  rights  under  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  what  must  be  the  political  status 
of  the  millions  of  Filipinos  and  other  races  which  we  have 
recently  taken  under  our  protection  ?  Yet  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment still,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  favors  the  political  and 
civil  rights  of  the  Negro,  viz  :  he  is  an  American,  belongs 
to  this  country,  has  helped  to  make  this  country,  has  already 
been  given  rights  which  now  cannot  properly  be  taken  from 
him,  except  as  such  equal  rights  be  taken  under  like  condi- 
tions from  his  fellow  white  man. 

When  we  leave  North  and  go  to  the  South,  to  study  this 
great  and  pressing  race  problem,  as  it  has  been  my  privilege 
personally  to  do,  and  in  the  life  among  Negroes  and  whites 
to  try  to  ascertain  the  conditions,  analyze  the  facts  and  ar- 
rive at  wise  and  just  conclusions,  one  is  met  on  the  very 
threshold  of  his  studies  by  a  solid  Chinese  wall  of  race-preju- 
dice. In  many  places  in  the  South  the  treatment  of  the  Ne- 
gro with  no  other  basis  for  that  treatment  than  deep-seated, 
uneradicable  race  hatred,  is  cruel,  wicked  and  un-Christian 
in  the  extreme.  There  are  many  exceptions  and  noble  ex- 
amples of  humane  and  sympathetic  relations  on  the  part  of 
Southern  people,  some  of  which  I  have  already  pointed  out. 
But  peonage,  now  a  well-established  fact,  mob  violence, 
which  cannot  be  gainsaid,  lawlessness  unmeasured,  ferocity 
unbridled,  are  there  exhibited,  and  without  a  single  excep- 
tion as  to  any  Southern  States,  the  Negro  has  been  shame- 
fully maltreated,  and  is  being  so  maltreated  to-day.  It  has 
remained  for  the  South  to  set  an  example  of  cruelty  and 
ferocity  which  lifts  mediaeval  barbarism  into  respectability 
and  gives  the  Spanish  inquisition  comparative  standing 


36 


HOW  TO  SOLVE  THE  RACE  PROBLEM. 


room  in  ethics.  The  lynching  bees,  where  gay  Southern 
ladies,  some  of  high  intelligence  and  respectability,  as  for 
instance,  once  in  Georgia,  who  take  special  trains  to  the 
burning  of  a  Negro  as  other  ladies  do  to  the  opera  ;  the 
laugh,  the  joke,  the  jeer  as  politicians,  their  escorts,  go  to 
see  a  Negro  baited ;  the  tearing  of  the  Negro  brute  to  pieces, 
limb  from  limb,  the  roasting  of  him  alive,  and  the  echoing 
answer  of  a  jubilant  "hurrah!"  to  the  cry  of  his  agony; 
the  ghoulish,  fiendish,  unlimited  savagery  which  carries 
away  his  bones  for  souvenirs,  all  this  stamps  these  South- 
ern perpetrators  with  an  endless  shame,  and  American  civ- 
ilization and  Christianity  with  mockery  and  travesty.  All 
this  can  be  traced  to  that  deep-seated,  passionate,  unreason- 
able Southern  race-prejudice,  which  in  recent  cases,  leads 
the  calm  observer  to  surmise  a  reversion  in  the  South  to 
barbarism.  When  one  great  section  of  our  country  gives 
itself  over  substantially  as  a  unit  to  oppress  millions  of 
American  citizens,  when  law  is  set  aside  in  that  oppression, 
when  no  judicial  process  is  used,  when  passionate  mobs 
take  the  place  of  civil  procedure,  and  measureless  cruelty 
usurps  the  place  of  pity,  then  distinctively  this  treatment 
from  race-prejudice  goes  beyond  the  academic,  goes  beyond 
the  realm  of  psychological  or  sociological  study  and  be- 
comes a  National  Problem  and  a  National  Duty. 

REMEDIES  FOR  RACE  PREJUDICE. 

The  American  student  of  any  problem,  by  constitutional 
tendencies,  seeks  the  factors  that  may  assist  in  solving  it, 
and  leaves  his  subject  not  simply  as  a  philosophical  thesis, 
but  as  a  practical  counsel.  Though  going  beyond  the  strict 
subject  of  "The  Psychology  of  Race  Prejudice,"  I  venture 
to  intimate  the  conclusions  to  which  this  address  gives  rise, 
and  to  suggest,  not  a  panacea,  but  helpful  agencies  for  the 
cure  of  race  prejudice  : 

ist.  The  great  power  of  education  should  be  evoked  by 
a  national  education  bill,  for  the  poor  whites  and  blacks 
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alike,  of  the  South,  so  that  this  great  and  comparatively 
illiterate  region  of  our  country  be  made  to  come  under  the 
broadening  and  at  the  same  time  humanizing,  and  conse- 
quently fraternizing,  uplift  of  education.  Ignorance,  if  not 
the  mother,  is  the  step-mother,  of  prejudice  and  intoler- 
ance. 

2d.  The  burden  that  rests  with  peculiar  weight  upon  the 
South,  because  qf  the  numerous  communities  congested  with 
blacks,  should  be  partially  lifted  by  persuasive,  charitable 
and  philanthropic  efforts  to  distribute  these  populations 
throughout  the  country,  and  thus  provide  that  the  Nation 
as  a  whole  deal  at  shorter  range  with  a  problem  which 
is  a  national  problem.  The  relief  of  the  South  from  such 
numbers  of  illiterate  blacks  as  would  make  Negro  domi- 
nance possible  would  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  racial 
antipathy  of  the  whites  there  to  the  blacks,  and  to  make 
more  comfortable  and  progressive  both  the  Negroes  that 
would  remain  there  and  the  Negroes  that  would  depart  to 
the  more  socially  and  politically  wholesome  regions  of  the 
North. 

3d.  The  putting  of  the  emphasis,  both  North  and  South, 
in  the  endeavor  to  uplift  the  Negro  race,  on  character  rather 
than  on  intellectual  achievements,  though  not  neglecting 
the  latter.  It  is  the  moral  and  spiritual  virility  of  the  race 
that  must  make  for  the  true  and  lasting  destruction  of  race 
antipathies,  lessen  crime  and  develop  progress.  Goodness 
shines  by  its  own  light,  even  through  a  black  skin.' 

4th.  The  just,  equitable  and  unfaltering  administration  of 
the  laws  to  white  and  black  alike,  the  crushing  out  of  the 
mobs  and  lynchings,  and-  consequently  the  cutting  of  a  tap- 
root whose  poison  runs  rank  and  pestilential  through  the 
whole  body  of  the  Republic.  A  prejudice  that  runs  to  riot 
and  lawlessness  needs  the  law  with  an  iron  grip  to  curb  and 
control  it,  and  the  smiting  of  it  by  the  high  sanction  of  the 
law,  when  it  goes  to  violent  excesses,  is  a  speedy  method  of 
diminishing  its  destructiveness. 


38 


HOW  TO  SOLVE  THE  RACE  PROBLEM. 


5th.  The  application  of  the  humane  principles  of  Christ- 
ianity by  the  Christian  whites  all  over  the  country,  and  in 
a  pronounced  and  aggressive  way,  in  order  to  meet  the 
propaganda  of  hatred  so  articulately  arranged  and  so  effect- 
ively applied  by  the  Negro's  enemies. 

6th.  The  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Negro  race  to 
bring  its  offenders  to  speedy  justice  by  their  own  co-opera- 
tion with  the  whites,  and  the  development  among  them- 
selves of  a  race  pride  that  will  protect  itself  by  punishing 
the  evil-doers  of  their  own  race. 

7th.  The  thorough,  systematic  organization  on  the  part 
of  the  Negroes  for  the  advancement  of  their  own  race 
interests,  the  care  of  the  race  in  its  struggle  for  existence 
and  its  rights,  and  the  making  of  all  political  and  other 
considerations,  inferior  to  this  object.  The  word  of  the 
age  is  "  organization,"  "  organization."  Again  I  say  to  the 
Negroes,  "  Organize  !" 


